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Filed for intro on  06/25/2002

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 1174
By  Ridgeway

A RESOLUTION  to honor the memory of John Tilman Ridgeway.

WHEREAS, it is fitting that the members of this General Assembly should honor the

memory of those remarkable Tennesseans who dedicated their lives to the service of their

families and communities; and

WHEREAS, John T. Ridgeway was one such exemplary human being and consummate

professional who worked assiduously to improve the quality of life for his fellow citizens in

numerous capacities; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Ridgeway passed away on December 1, 1977; he was a devoted

husband and father, and kind neighbor and friend who is fondly remembered by a multitude of

loving family and friends; and

WHEREAS, a distinguished scholar and gentleman, John T. Ridgeway was born on May

29, 1909 in Cottage Grove and graduated from Cottage Grove High School; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Ridgeway married his sweetheart, Lillie Ruth Call, on December 12,

1934; and
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WHEREAS, he studied horticulture at Hall-Moody College in Martin, and later entered

the Gupton-Jones School of Embalming in Nashville; and

WHEREAS, in 1931, John T. Ridgeway began his admirable service in the funeral

service profession in Savannah; in 1936, he relocated to Dover and purchased Cherry and

McElroy Undertakers and Dealers in Hardware, becoming the first professional embalmer and

funeral director in Dover; and

WHEREAS, a man of honor and commitment, Mr. Ridgeway was admired professionally

for his compassion and fairness, and for the respect and reverence with which he carried out his

duties; and

WHEREAS, during World War II, he served his community and country by delivering war

messages to families in Stewart County, at a time when many people living in the area did not

have telephone service; and

WHEREAS, in 1946, John T. Ridgeway returned to his native Henry County, purchasing

a house in Paris and establishing a funeral home; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Ridgeway dedicated his time and energies serving his fellow citizens as

a member of the Paris Lions Club, which he astutely served for several years as a member of

the Board of Directors; and

WHEREAS, a dedicated Shriner and 32 Degree Mason, he was an esteemed member

of the Order of the Eastern Star, where he graciously served with his wife, Lillie Ruth, as Worthy

Patron and Matron; and

WHEREAS, John T. Ridgeway’s great love for farming developed into an avid interest in

roses; demonstrating a remarkable talent and ability to cultivate roses, he grew over four

hundred rose bushes; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Ridgeway re-established the Paris Rose Society and tirelessly

sponsored many rose shows in Paris; traveling to many other states to participate in rose

shows, he received hundreds of ribbons and trophies for his beautiful roses; and
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WHEREAS, a faithful Christian, he was a devout member of the First Baptist Church,

where he served with distinction as a Deacon and Sunday School Superintendent; instilling in

his children an abiding love for their Savior, his son, T. Leon Ridgeway, and grandson, Bradley

Ridgeway, still serve as Deacons of the First Baptist Church; and

WHEREAS, John T. Ridgeway was deeply devoted to his family, and he always

endeavored to remain true to family values of the highest order; and

WHEREAS, throughout his life, Mr. Ridgeway was encircled by the love of his family;

John T. and Lillie Ruth were blessed with two sons and daughters-in-law, T. Leon Ridgeway

and Carol Ridgeway, and our colleague, Tennessee State Representative Don Ridgeway and

Mary Kate Ridgeway; and three grandchildren, Chris Ridgeway, Brad Ridgeway, and John Penn

Ridgeway; and

WHEREAS, he left behind an indelible legacy of integrity and probity in public life,

compassion and loyalty in private life, and diligence and dedication in all his chosen endeavors;

and

WHEREAS, men of John T. Ridgeway’s eminent stature do not often walk among us; his

imprint upon his community and its citizens is truly indelible, and his life of service and goodwill

stands as a testament to the difference one person can make; and

WHEREAS, it is fitting that this General Assembly should pause to remember the

bountiful life of this exceptional businessman, family man, and human being; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED

SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE

CONCURRING, That we hereby honor the memory of John T. Ridgeway, reflecting fondly upon

his impeccable character, his distinguished professional service, his stalwart commitment to his

family and community, and the courage and conviction with which he lived, as we celebrate the

beauty and joy that was his life.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


